
COPYRIGHT AND RELATED RIGHTS: 
Copyright is a form of protection provided to 
the authors of “original works” of such things 
as literary, dramatic, musical, artistic, and 
certain other intellectual creations, both 
published and unpublished. Copyright does 
not protect ideas. It only protects the 
specific and original expression of the idea. 

NEIGHBOURING RIGHTS: 
Neighbouring Rights refers to the rights of: 
a. rights of performers (actors, musicians,
singers, dancers, or generally people who
perform) in their performances;
b. rights of producers of sound recordings
(also called phonograms) in their recordings
(cassette recordings, compact discs, etc.);
and
c. rights of broadcasting organizations in
their radio and television programs and in
Internet broadcasts such as 'podcasts'.

The Intellectual Property Laws are as 
follows: 
1. The Patents Act, 1996 (Act No. 21 of 1996).

2. The Trade Marks Act No. 8 of 2015.

3. The Geographical Indications Act, 1996
(Act No. 20 of 1996).

4. The Industrial Designs Act, 1996 (Act No. 
18 of 1996).

5. The Layout-Designs (Topographies) of 
Integrated Circuits Act, 1996 (Act. No. 19 of 
1996).

6. The Protection of New Plant Varieties Act, 
1997 (Act No. 7 of 1997).

7. The Copyright Act Chap. 82:80 (as 
amended).

8. The Protection Against Unfair Competition 
Act, 1996 (Act No. 27 of 1996).
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NEW PLANT VARIETIES: 
New plant varieties refers to plants, which 
have been discovered or bred, and which 
are dis-tinct, uniform and stable. 

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS: 
A Geographical Indication (GI) is a sign that 
identifies a product as originating from a 
particular location which gives that product 
a special quality or reputation or other 
characteristic. Well known examples of 
GI’s include Bordeaux (wine) and scotch 
(whiskey). In Trinidad and Tobago there is 
a GI for Montserrat Hills Cocoa.

INTEGRATED CIRCUITS:
An Integrated Circuit (IC) is a small chip 
that can function as an amplifier, oscillator, 
timer, mi-croprocessor, or even computer 
memory. These extremely small electronics 
can perform calculations and store data 
using ei-ther digital or analog technology. 

TRADEMARKS: 
A trade mark is sign capable of being 
represented graphically and which is 
capable of distinguishing goods or 
services dealt with or provided in the 
course of trade by a person, from goods 
or services so dealt with or provided by 
any other person. 

PATENTS: 
A Patent is an exclusive right 
granted for an invention, which is a 
product or a process that provides a 
new way of doing something, or 
offers a new technical solution to 
a problem. e.g. chemical-compounds in 
pharmaceuticals. 

Intellectual Property (IP) 

refers to creations of the mind. These 
creations can be protected by different 

types of Intellectual Property rights 
(IPRs) such as: 

INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS: 
An Industrial Design is the ornamental 
or aesthetic aspect of an article. 
The design may consist of three-
dimensional features, such as the 
shape or surface of an article, or of 
two-dimensional features, such as 
patterns, lines or color. 
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