
IPO Annual
NEWSLETTER

December 2018

World Book Day was Monday 23rd April, 2018 and the 
IPO had the pleasure of speaking at the book launch 
of “My Tropical ABC’s" held at the Caribbean Industrial 
Research Institute (CARIRI). The IPO spoke on the 
benefits of copyright and trademarks with specific 
reference to the book. "My Tropical ABC’s" is a book 
which shows children about local tropical fruits using 
every letter of the alphabet. Misty Hamid is the owner 
of “Kidavo Creations” and is also the author of the 
book. She has also registered her trademark at the 
office before she had her book launch. 

Book Launch at CARIRI

WIPO ministerial meeting for 
Caribbean ministers

The Honourable Attorney General of 
Trinidad and Tobago Faris Al-Rawi (centre 
standing), WIPO Consultant and former 
Deputy Controller of IPO Ms Tene Reece 
(left), Controller IPO Mr Regan Asgarali 
(centre Sitting), Manager Technical 
Examinations of IPO Mr. Richard Aching 
(right) at the WIPO Ministerial Meeting for 
the Caribbean held in St. Lucia for three 
days, 24th -26th July, 2018.



Our Vision

To become a multi-faceted 
organization that promotes 
creativity, innovation and 
education by use of the 
Intellectual Property system to 
diversify and transform the 
economy. 

Our Mission

To maintain and encourage high quality 
intellectual property (IP) services in the areas 
of patents, trademarks, industrial designs and 
copyright and related rights to enhance the 
cultural and socio-economic development of 
Trinidad and Tobago.

Core Values

Team Work
We will listen to, collaborate and show respect to each 
other while we work together to attain our mutually 
agreed upon objectives.

Integrity We will act with honesty, transparency and respect 
while maintaining a high level of ethical standards in all 
our dealings.

We will conduct transactions with our internal and 
external stakeholders with the utmost secrecy and 
privacy.

We will act responsibly while performing our duties in a 
consistent manner and take pride and ownership in all 
our actions.

We will provide timely, efficient, proactive and 
responsible service to all our customers.

Confidentiality 

Professionalism

Customer Service

The TTIPO continues to work towards 
fostering an innovative society by building 
respect for intellectual property rights 
through education. Armed with 
interactive lectures, the TTIPO visited 
multiple primary and secondary schools 
across the country in order to bring 
awareness to students on what is 
intellectual property and how they can 
acquire rights to their innovative creations. 
The use of power point presentation slides, 
question and answer segments and 
games enabled students ranging from 
ages 4 – 17 to easily understand that 
intellectual property exists in their 
immediate surroundings and they interact 
with them on an everyday basis. 

To list a few, some of the schools visited 
were El Dorado Secondary School, St. 
Benedict’s College, Bishop Anstey High 
School, St Peter’s Primary, Santa Rosa 
primary and Chandernagore Presbyterian 
School. 

School Education Initiatives



On April 26, 2018 the Intellectual Property Office of Trinidad and 
Tobago celebrated World IP Day with the theme “Empowering 
Change: Women in Innovation and Creativity”. In commemoration 
of this auspicious day, the IPO hosted a number of activities 
leading up to IP Day. In keeping with the theme for IP Day 2018, 
our campaign promoting IP started on March 8th 2018, the 
commemoration of International Women’s Day with a movie day 
for female members of staff featuring “Hidden Figures”. 

This was followed by several presentations conducted by the 
female members of staff to schools such as; San Fernando 
Government Secondary School, Holy Name Convent (POS), Bishop 
Anstey High School (East) and Corpus Christi College. 
Presentations were also made to the University of the West Indies 
on “Intellectual Property and Sport” (UWI Sportivia) and CARIRI on 
“Innovation with Emerging Technology”. Amongst this, the IPO 
held a Book Display Exhibit at NALIS featuring female authors in 
innovation.

On April 26, World IP Day, the IPO hosted its grand open house 
event at AGLA Towers, Richmond Street Port of Spain.  Over 200 
persons attended which included lectures, movies and an 
exhibition all conducted by women in innovation who have used 
the IP system.  The exhibitions comprised of books, artwork as well 
as products made by women such as; Fareeda Ali (Industrial 
Design for Hijab), Seborne Chocolat (Entrepreneur who used the IP 
system), Dolly Nicholas (Multiple Patent Inventor), Aruna Maharaj 
(Makeup Artist who used the IP system) and Rhona Jack (Industrial 
Design for Sewing Ruler) just to name a few. Our IP Day celebration 
2018 was a resounding success. 

IP Day 2018: Women In Innovation



The Intellectual Property Office (IPO) and the Caribbean Industrial Research 
Institute (CARIRI) signalled their continued commitment to promoting 
innovation in our beloved country by the signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding on December 21st, 2015. The MOU between the IPO and CARIRI 
has contributed vastly to the development of IP savvy individuals and 
entrepreneurs. The IP Clinic in its third year of operation has excelled and grown 
with a continued and steady stream of participants from all sectors within the 
economy. The recent addition to the IP clinic schedule of the Inter-American 
Development Bank’s (IDB) in partnership with CARIRI’s project participants 
entitled “Bridging the Gap for Commercial Application to Innovation” added 
even more value to the clinic. Providing these persons with the in depth 
information needed to effectively protect and manage their IP in their new 
Idea/business creation process. This invaluable consultation which has brought 
forward the increased potential for business development and innovation has 
been heralded as an invaluable resource by the participants. It is the endeavour 
of the Intellectual Property Office that these types of Clinics and support services 
be replicated and continually improved upon to further fulfil our role as the 
catalyst for IP and innovation in Trinidad and Tobago.

During the month of March, 2018, the IPO conducted a session on patent mining 
with the respective stakeholders at the University of the West Indies. 
Participants were introduced to the area of patent technical and strategic 
information and how to extract it from the patent documents. This information 
from an innovators standpoint has proven to be critical as the students engaged 
in project development and application were in attendance. Bringing to the 
awareness of the students the importance of sifting patent data affected them 
tremendously as they were not aware of the magnanimous resource they had at 
their disposal but was not totally aware of. Hands on demonstrations were 
conducted using well known products as case study material to fully 
communicate the level at which such data can be used. Focusing less on 
patenting your own inventions and more on using the technology already 
disclosed in other inventions to drive business or simply to solve a reoccurring 
problem was a new way the students was exposed to innovation. The system 
hinges on the territorial nature of patents, which can only be enforced up to a 
maximum of 20 years and only in countries where they have been granted. It 
means that in countries where the patents have either expired or have never 
been filed, the disclosed technology is free for use without the permission of the 
owner. A new patent application cannot be filed again for the same technology 
but the technology can certainly be used. This revelation was of definite use to 
those in attendance and was echoed by these participants as they lamented of 
implementing this into their future projects.

IP Clinic in Partner with Cariri Patent Mining

The IPO participated in one of 4 Food and Beverage 
Sensitization sessions held at CARIRI., this session was 
aimed at SMS’s and how they can make their brand 
work for them. Some guidance as to what makes a 
trademark or a brand and the benefits of apply or 
having a brand or trademark. 

The Trinidad and Tobago Intellectual Property Office (TTIPO) 
collaborates with ExporTT as part of our outreach initiatives.  
ExporTT is the trade policy implementing agency of the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry (MTI). TTIPO facilitates the IP Clinic Workshops 
held at ExporTT as part of our services to sensitise the business 
sector in the area of intellectual property (IP), ensuring at the end 
of the session, they understand the implications of not protecting 
and effectively managing their IP assets.

Food and Beverage Sensitization SessionIP Clinic in Partner with ExporTT



On Thursday 15th November the UWI 
Guild hosted the “Guild Entrepreneurship 
Expo” during Global Entrepreneurship 
Week at the JFK Auditorium, St. Augustine 
Campus. The Intellectual Property Office in 
conjunction with the Alma Jordan Library 
IP Help Disk participated by raising IP 
awareness and promoting other IP 
Services to the many entrepreneurs 
present at the event. Officers present from 
the Intellectual Property Office were 
Technical Examiners Folasade Bishop, 
Sharmila Ganpat and Neetu 
George-Ramsaran and Trademark 
Systems Specialist Anelia Baijoo.

GEW – UWI Guild Expo
The Media Launch of Global Entrepreneurship Week 2018 was held on 
Wednesday 31st October, 2018 from 10:00am – 11:30am at TSTT’s Corporate 
Suite, Queen’s Park Oval, Tragarete Road, Port-of-Spain. Global 
Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) is a celebration of the innovators and job 
creators who launch start-ups that bring ideas to life, drive economic growth 
and expand human welfare. During one week each November, GEW 
inspires people everywhere through local, national and global activities 
designed to help them explore their potential as self-starters and innovators. 
As part of our public outreach program and in commemoration of Global 
Entrepreneurship Week (November 12th – 18th 2018), the Intellectual 
Property Office of the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs, 
partnered with many other organizations facilitating events for GEW. All 
GEW Partners were invited to this Media Launch and all their respective 
events were publicised. One of the feature Speakers included Brian Jahra 
(Owner of CinemaOne) who gave a very inspirational speech on 
Entrepreneurship. 

Media Launch of GEW 2018

As part of Global Entrepreneurship Week, an 
event was held entitled “Intellectual Property 
(IP) and Branding for Entrepreneurs”. This was 
held at CARIRI Centre for Enterprise 
Development (CED), Freeport on Wednesday 
14th. November, 2018. This was a very 
interactive session including a presentation 
on the main tenets and importance of IP and 
The essentials of branding and its relationship 
with IP. CARIRI officers also presented on the 
services they offer that can help start-up 
companies. There was a panel discussions as 
well geared at allowing participants to ask 
IPO officers questions on IP directly. The 
audience consisted of approximately 75 
entrepreneurs who found the seminar very 
beneficial and would be implementing 
various forms of IP into their business 
strategies. 

CARIRI - Intellectual Property (IP) and Branding 
for Entrepreneurs



Trinidad and Tobago visit INAPI

On November 12-15, 2018, the Intellectual 
Property Office (TTIPO), Ministry of the 
Attorney General and Legal Affairs had a 
Study Visit to the National Institute of 
Industrial Property (INAPI), Government 
of the Republic of Chile, Santiago, Chile. 
The Study Visit was pursuant to the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the Government of the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the 
Government of the Republic of Chile 
which was signed in 2017 by the Prime 
Minister, Dr. the Honourable Keith 
Rowley and Former President of Chile, 
Michelle Bachelet.  

The MOU recognizes the importance of intellectual property (IP) and its relation to the economic, 
social and cultural development of both Trinidad and Tobago and Chile. The MOU addresses 
co-operation in IP, development of an innovation ecosystem and the promotion of innovation and IP 
throughout the business sector and academia. 

The objectives of the Study Visit included the following:
i.   To provide the TTIPO with insight into how INAPI manages its industrial property system and how 
it supports the wider innovation ecosystem of Chile and  
ii.   To develop co-operation on matters relating to the creation, utilization, promotion, protection 
and administration of intellectual property rights (IPRs).

The IPO delegation consisted of: Mr. Regan Asgarali, Controller;; Mr. Richard Aching, Manager, 
Technical Examination;; Ms. Shiveta Sooknanan, Legal Officer II; and Mr. Zafir Ali, Information 
Systems Spec 

INAPI has been recognized as one of the most innovative Office by the World Trademark Review 
and a leader in IP. It is one (1) of the twenty-two (22) International Preliminary Examining Authorities 
(IPEA) under the Patent Cooperation Treaty which is administered by the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO) and is also an International Searching Authority (ISA). Further, the 
Office has promoted integration of Latin American countries through increased co-operation.  

During the Study Visit, INAPI professionals shared their successful local experiences. Along with the 
visit to the INAPI facilities, the delegation also learned about the experiences of Codelcotech (a state 
mining company), StartUp Chile and the innovation centre of the Catholic University, Chile. 
The co-operation between Chile and Trinidad and Tobago to strengthen and stimulate the use of 
the IP system between both nations is widely valued by the parties.
"The cooperation has resulted in a series of novelties for Latin America and the Caribbean. The first 
PCT application in English received by INAPI was from a designated presentation in Trinidad and 
Tobago, "said Mr. Regan Asgarali, Controller, TTIPO. 
For her part, Carolina Belmar, National Director of INAPI, commented that "nine years ago INAPI was 
a net receiver of international cooperation, this condition has changed from four years ago to the 
date, which allows us to provide constant help in our Latin American region, cooperation with 
Trinidad and Tobago brings us to the Caribbean, with a tremendous strategic partner. "
The initiative was funded by the Agency for International Co-operation for Development (AGCID) 
and a second stage, will be held in Trinidad and Tobago on December 3 to 6, 2018. 

On January 19, 2018 a World Intellectual Property 
Office (WIPO) Evaluation for the Latin America and 
the Caribbean Bureau (LAC Bureau) and Country 
Mission was held in Trinidad and Tobago. This 
activity was organized by the WIPO and hosted by 
the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal 
Affairs' Intellectual Property Office. Most activities 
with WIPO are usually coordinated through the LAC 
Bureau, therefore they are a critical component in 
the execution of WIPO activities in the region.

The Evaluation intended to address the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the WIPO's LAC 
Bureau's support and services provided to its 
national stakeholders. The evaluation's aim, where 
possible, is to include those stakeholders who are 
collaborating or benefit from WIPO services. The 
evaluation team consisted of two WIPO experts.

LAC Bureau and Country Mission



PATENT 
LAW 
TREATY

The Patent Law Treaty (PLT) contains provisions which 
standardize the requirements for obtaining a filing 
date in order to minimize the risks that applicants 
could inadvertently lose the filing date, which is of 
utmost importance in the patent procedure. The PLT 
also provides procedures for avoiding the unintentional 
loss of substantive rights resulting from failure to 
comply with formality requirements or time limits. A 
Cabinet note was done for the consideration of 
Trinidad and Tobago’s accession to the Patent Law 
Treaty adopted by the Diplomatic Conference on June 
1, 2000 which we are currently awaiting response to. 
CARIFORUM in its Economic Partnership Agreement 
with the European Union agreed in Article 147(3) that 
signatory CARIFORUM Parties shall endeavour to 
comply with the Patent Law Treaty (Geneva, 2000). 

In collaboration with the Swiss 
based World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO), 
TTIPO  hosted an Industrial 
Property Administration System 
(IPAS) Mission in Port of Spain on 
April 19th and 20th, 2018. This 
mission was instrumental in 
plotting the course forward 
towards a more modern 
intellectual property office.

During the mission, there was a stakeholder meeting where TTIPO, along with Mr. 
Adel Baccouche, Project Manager, IP Office Business Solutions Division, WIPO, 
presented the online services initiatives for the upcoming year. Key areas that were 
discussed are electronic communications, electronic publications and online filing.

Respect for IP – Growing from the Tip of Africa 
International Conference

The International Conference Respect for IP – 
Growing from the Tip of Africa took place in 
Sandton, South Africa, from October 23 to 25, 2018.  
The Conference fostered policy dialogue and 
served as an incubator of ideas to support an 
effective and balanced intellectual property (IP) 
enforcement system. Mr. Regan Asgarali, 
Controller, Intellectual Property Office, Trinidad 
and Tobago -was a major Speaker at the Respect 
for IP - Growing from the Conference held in 
Sandton, South Africa in October23-25, 2018.

Discussions covered a broad spectrum of topics 
linked to the overarching theme of the Conference 
– from the economic value of IP and its public 

interest rationale to specific challenges facing different actors involved in IP 
enforcement and options for their effective handling.

By bringing together a wide range of stakeholders, the Conference created 
opportunities for collaboration and strengthening of existing partnerships to build 
respect for IP.

The Conference was attended by more than 400 participants – including government 
ministers and policymakers, judges and senior enforcement officials, international 
governmental and non-governmental organizations, businesses, the legal fraternity 
and consumer groups – from some 70 countries. 

IPO Online Initiatives

Treaties



BEIJING

The Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances was 
adopted by the Diplomatic Conference on the 
Protection of Audiovisual Performances in Beijing on 
June 24, 2012 and deals with the intellectual property 
rights of performers in audiovisual performances. It is 
aimed towards ensuring protection for audio-visual 
performers (those in videos, television and film) in their 
performances which can either be fixed or unfixed (live) 
by granting them economic and moral rights. Further, 
specific to the Beijing Treaty, is a provision which allows 
for the transfer of economic rights from the 
audio-visual performer to the producer. The Beijing 
Treaty provides an up-to-date, modern protection for 
audio-visual performers internationally particularly 
where audio-visual works are distributed digitally. 
Additionally, the Beijing Treaty fills the gap in 
international copyright system by extending to 
audio-visual performers the type of protections 
previously accorded to authors, performers and 
producers of sound recordings. A Cabinet note was 
done for the consideration of Trinidad and Tobago’s 
Accession to the Beijing Treaty which we are currently 
awaiting a response.

MARRAKESH

The Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published 
Works for Persons Who are Blind, Visually Impaired, or 
Otherwise Print Disabled was adopted by the Member 
States of the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) on June 27, 2013. In 2013, Trinidad and Tobago 
signed the Final Act of the Marrakesh Treaty. The 
Marrakesh Treaty is aimed towards expanding the 
availability of print materials in accessible formats 
(such as braille, large print and specialized digital audio 
files) for the use of persons who are blind, visually 
impaired or otherwise print disabled (“VIPs”) and 
cross-border exchange of books, print materials in 
accessible formats by requiring Contracting Parties to 
provide exceptions or limitations to copyright and 
neighbouring rights.  The Accessible Books Consortium 
(ABC) is a benefit of the Marrakesh Treaty and is a 
public-private partnership led by WIPO. The goal of the 
ABC is to increase the number of books worldwide in 
accessible formats- such as braille, audio, e-text, large 
print- and to make them available to VIPs.  Authorised 
entities can make accessible format copies (a copy of a 
work in an alternative manner) and make them 
available to a beneficiary person (a person who is blind, 
visually impaired, print disabled or persons with a 
physical disability that prevents them from holding or 
manipulating a book). A Cabinet note was done for the 
consideration of Trinidad and Tobago’s Accession to 
the Marrakesh Treaty which we are currently awaiting a 
response . 

ROME
CONVENTION

The Rome Convention for the Protection of Performers, 
Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting 
Organizations, done at Rome on October 26, 1961 
secures protection in performances for performers, in 
phonograms for producers of phonograms (aural 
fixations of sounds of a performance or of other 
sounds) and in broadcasts for broadcasting 
organisations. Cabinet has approved Trinidad and 
Tobago’s Accession to the Convention. 

SINGAPORE

The Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks, done 
at Singapore in 2006 and entered into force in 2009, 
creates a modern and dynamic international 
framework for the harmonization of administrative 
trademark registration procedures. The Singapore 
Treaty reflects technological advancements such as 
electronic filing, changes in the scope of trademark 
protection. It is the first international instrument 
dealing with trademark law to explicitly recognize 
non-traditional marks. The Singapore Treaty is 
applicable to all types of marks, including 
non-traditional visible marks, such as holograms, 
three-dimensional marks, colour, position and 
movement marks, as well as non-visible marks such as 
sound, olfactory or taste and feel marks. The 
Regulations under the Singapore Treaty on the Law of 
Trademarks provide for the mode of representation of 
these marks in applications, which may include 
non-graphic or photographic reproductions. Cabinet 
has approved Trinidad and Tobago’s Accession to the 
Singapore Law Treaty. 



Training in Intelllectual Property 
Rights (IPR) enforcement for law 
enforcement officials together with 
DISOSA SA at IPO January 15 2018.

Copyright seminar organized by the 
United States copyright office and Wipo 
June 2018 - Trinidad and Tobago was 
represented by Controller Regan Asgarali.

Courtesy call on former ambassador 
Fernando Schmidt of Chile (centre) 
in May 2018 to discuss corporation 
between Chile and Trinidad and 
Tobago in IP. Deputy Controller 
Anne-marie Omed Joseph (left). 
Controller of the IPO Mr Regan 
Asgarali (right).

Workshop on building respect for IP and 
enforcement of IP conducted by Wipo’s 
Director of BRIP division Mrs Louise Van 
Greunen in Port of Spain July 2018.

Opening of the IP help desk between the 
UWI St Augustine and the IPOTT in July 
2018 - the help desk will support the 
campus fraternity on all aspects of IP.

ACHIEVEMENT HIGHLIGHTS  OF THE INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY OFFICE 2018

Celebrating the winners of the the Wipo 
Respect for IP and Tourism competition for 
Tobago. In attendance was Secretary for the 
Division of Tourism, Culture and 
Transportation,  the winning students of 
Speyside Government School Angel Melville, 
(third from left), and second place winner, 
Shaquaner Williams (fourth from left,) pose 
for a photo with, from left, Deputy Controller 
of Intellectual Property, Anne Marie 
Omed-Joseph; Tourism Secretary Nadine 
Stewart-Phillips; Controller of Intellectual 
Property, Regan Asgarali.

Training for law enforcement officers 
and other stakeholders held at the IPO 
in January 2018 .

The Intellectual Property Office (IPO) has 
continued its IP Teaching Clinic with the 
Hugh Wooding Law School of the 
University of the West Indies (UWI). This 
year the IPO once again was able to carry 
out another successful clinic and 
produced a new batch of new legal 
minds with the knowledge in intellectual 
property. The IPO remains committed to 
continue this clinic with the Hugh 
Wooding Law School within the 
framework of the National IP Training 
Centre.

Source: Tobago House of Assembly



Meeting of the Trinidad and Tobago delegation to the WIPO General Assemblies 
headed by her Excellency Makeda Antoine-Cambridge ambassador to Geneva (2nd 
from left) with the Director General of WIPO Dr Francis Gurry  (center) Also in 
attendance was Regan Asgarali Controller Intellectual Property Office Trinidad and 
Tobago (2nd from right), Beatriz Amorim Bohrer Lac Bureau Head (left) and Ms carol 
Simpson Head of Caribbean Unit (right). on September 28 in Geneva , Switzerland.

A memorandum of understanding (MoU) concerning the use of 
alternative dispute resolution (ADR) procedures for intellectual property 
disputes in Trinidad and Tobago was signed on 6th December, 2018 by 
by Ambassador Makeda Antoine-Cambridge, Permanent Representative 
of Trinidad and Tobago (left) and WIPO Director General Francis Gurry 
(right).

ACHIEVEMENT HIGHLIGHTS  OF THE INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY OFFICE 2018

Source: WIPO Source: WIPO, Photo: Frédéric Rotsaert



Season Greetings 
& 

All the best for the New Year!!!


