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OUR  VISION

To maintain and encourage high quality             
intellectual property (IP) services in the  areas
of patents, trademarks, industrial designs and 
copyright and related rights to enhance the    
cultural and  socio-economic development of 
Trinidad and Tobago.

To become a multi-faceted organization that 
promotes creativity, innovation and education 
by use of the Intellectual Property system to   
diversify and transform the economy.

OUR  MISSION

CORE VALUES

An organisation’s core value can be described as, “A belief that a specific mode is preferable to an opposite 
or contrary mode of conduct”.  At the Trinidad and Tobago Intellectual Property Office (TTIPO), we believe 
the following core values will provide a foundation upon which we will achieve our goals and the manner in 
which we will conduct ourselves:

• Team work - We will listen to, collaborate and show respect to each other while we work together to attain 
our mutually agreed upon objectives.

• Integrity - We will act with honesty, transparency and respect while maintaining a high level of ethical 
standards in all our dealings. 

• Confidentiality - We will conduct transactions, with our internal and external stakeholders with the utmost 
secrecy and privacy.

• Professionalism - We will act responsibly while performing our duties in a consistent manner and take 
pride and ownership in all our actions. 

• Customer Service - We will provide timely, efficient, proactive and responsible service to all our                   
customers.



World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) Workshop on Copyright for 
Caribbean Heads of Intellectual Property

Pictured above (L-R): The Honourable Faris Al-Rawi,  Attorney General
and Minister of Legal Affairs; Ms. Sylvie Forbin, Deputy Director 
General, Copyright and Creative Industries Sector, WIPO and Mr. Regan 
Asgarali, Controller, TTIPO

The TTIPO hosted a World Intellectual Property     
Organization (WIPO) Workshop on Copyright for 
Caribbean Heads of Intellectual Property on January 
28th, 2019 – January 29th, 2019.

At the opening ceremony, the Honourable Faris 
Al-Rawi, Attorney General and Minister of Legal
Affairs welcomed the attendees and expressed 
Trinidad and Tobago’s continued commitment to 
“stand as a coordinated partner with our brother 
and sister jurisdictions.” Deputy Director General, 
Copyright and Creative Industries Sector, WIPO, Ms. 
Sylvie Forbin echoed the Attorney General’s view on 
the importance and operationalisation of intellectual 
property (IP) throughout the Caribbean region.

Senator Anthony Vieira, provided the attendees 
with an overview of the four  (4) WIPO Copyright 
Treaties, namely the WIPO Performances and 
Phonograms Treaty (WPPT), the WIPO Copyright 
Treaty (WCT), the Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate 
Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are 
Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled 
and the Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances.

Another speaker, Ms. Sonia Cruickshank, Program 
Officer, Copyright Development Division, WIPO, 
explored the benefits of a voluntary registration and 
national depository system for published works. 
Ms. Cruickshank explained that this system allows 
for the maintenance of heritage and culture and the 
establishment of a record of works for storage and 
retrieval purposes, amongst other benefits.

Entertainment Attorney and Music Business 
Consultant, Mr. Lloyd Stanbury, based in Royal Palm 
Beach, Florida, discussed the digital trends impacting 
the distribution of cultural content and the impact of 
technology on copyright enforcement.

Via video conferencing, Mr. Benoit Muller, Director, 
Copyright Management Division, WIPO provided 
the attendees with ideas and recommendations for a 
strategic, regional approach to collective copyright 
and related rights management.

WIPO’s Copyright and Creative Industries Sector
is heavily involved in progressing copyright 
infrastructure and building capacity in developing 
countries. This will promote use of the copyright 
system to extract greater economic value from their 
cultural and economic works. In this regard, the 
objectives of the Workshop were achieved as the 
attendees, in collaboration with the various speakers, 
addressed copyright issues in the region and derived 
actions and recommendations for moving copyright 
forward.

At the conclusion of the Workshop, the Heads of IP 
Offices adopted certain actions and recommendations 
inclusive of exploring a regulatory framework for 
the collective management of rights and Collection 
Management Organisations (CMOs).
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Study Visit Programme with Representatives 
from Suriname, Grenada and St. Vincent
 and the Grenadines to the TTIPO

The Study Visit with representatives from Suriname, 
Grenada and St. Vincent and the Grenadines to the TTIPO
covered an overview of the organisational structure of the
office. It also focused on the existing legal framework
in trademarks inclusive of substantive examination, the
processing of trademark applications and issuance of 
registration certificates.

Grand Riviere Cocoa Farmers are 
Introduced to Intellectual Property

The TTIPO was amongst a number of institutions invited by 
ExporTT to address cocoa farmers from the Grand Riviere region. 
Over the years, the quality of their cocoa products has gained 
favourable recognition. In this regard, a sensitization to IP was
important to allow the farmers to explore the protection of their
output and creations.

The TTIPO focused on geographical indications as a means of 
securing higher value-added for small production volumes, 
trademarks and new plant varieties.

Mr. Regan Asgarali, Controller, TTIPO addresses 
cocoa farmers at a joint event held by ExporTT and 
other institutions such as the Cocoa Development
Company of Trinidad and Tobago.

The TTIPO joined with Intellectual Property Offices around the world 
to celebrate World Intellectual Property Day on the April 26th 2019. 
Each year is focused on a new theme with this year’s theme
being – Reach for Gold: A closer look inside the world of sports
by exploring how innovation, creativity and IP rights encourage 
and protect the development of sport and its enjoyment around 
the world.

The TTIPO held its celebrations on the Level 12, AGLA 
Tower.  In addition to hosting a movie festival on sport, the day was
filled with exhibits from businesses that are integrated in the 
sporting industry. There were presentations and discussions from
local experts in the field of sport and IP.

World IP Day - 
Sports Festival & Exhibition

Mr. Selwyn Jagesar,  Southern Bowtech Archery
Club, (left) receiving a Ceritifcate of Partici-
pation from The Honourable Fitzgerald Hinds,
Minister in the Ministry of the Attorney General
and Legal Affairs (right).

Mrs. Suzan Alexander, Hospitality Attendant, TTIPO (left) 
with representatives from Suriname, Grenada and St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines



Training Mission on Classification for 
Barbados & St. Lucia Executive Workshop on the Application

of Management Techniques in the 
Delivery of Intellectual Property Services 
for Senior Executives, Ottawa, Ontario, 
Canada

On June 3rd to 7th 2019, Mr. Regan Asgarali, 
Controller, TTIPO, attended the Executive 
Workshop on the Application of Management 
Techniques in the Delivery of Intellectual Property
Services for Senior Executives, which was hosted
by the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) in cooperation with the Canadian 
Intellectual Property Office (CIPO). The objective
of the Executive Workshop was to enhance 
managerial skills of Heads of IP offices and senior
IP officials for a more efficient delivery of IP 
services, including effective quality control 
systems. The Executive Workshop provided a 
platform for participants to exchange views and
share experiences with regard to the implemen-
tation of new techniques to enable the smooth 
operations of an IP office, inclusive of the 
reduction of backlogs, delivery of qualitative
services to stakeholders and the introduction
of new services in response to the current and
future challenges associated with managing 
IP offices.

3

Mr. Regan Asgarali, Controller, TTIPO (left-bottom) with other
participants from the Executive Workshop on the Application of 
Management Techniques in the Delivery of Intellectual Property
Services for Senior Executives

The TTIPO was invited to facilitate a Mission
which was hosted by the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO) from May 16th 
to 21st 2019. This Mission was attended by Ms. 
Shamila Jacob, Trademark Examiner II. Ms. Jacob 
conducted sessions on the training of the Nice and 
Vienna Classification Systems to the Staff of the 
Intellectual Property Offices of Barbados and Saint 
Lucia.

Copyright and Photography

On June 24th 2019, the TTIPO in cooperation with 
the Photographers Guild of Trinidad and Tobago
hosted a seminar on Copyright and Photography 
to educate photographers on the importance of 
IP and how it affects their rights as professional 
photographers. 
Participants were further sensitized to the 
terms such as accreditation, image licensing,
reproduction rights and moral rights as well as
best practices for copyright protection.

Mr. Kavish Seetahal, Legal Officer II, TTIPO (second from the left); Mr. Regan 
Asgarali, Controller, TTIPO (third from the left); Ms. Maria Nunes, Photographer 
(fourth from the left) and Ms. Lyrinda Persaud, Legal Counsel, TTIPO (fifth from 
the left) along with other participants at the seminar



Sub-regional Meeting on the Development 
of the Intellectual Property System of the 
Eastern Caribbean Countries in St. Lucia

The World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) convened this Sub-regional Meeting 
to help formulate a Pilot Project for patent 
examination for the invited countries. The 
Project is in line with a commitment by the
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and
Tobago to assist its fellow CARICOM Member
States in the development of their respective
IP systems. Many of these Member States are 
contracting parties of the Paris Convention and 
the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). Trinidad and 
Tobago has successfully operated its patent system, 
has functioned as a Receiving Office under the 
PCT for 25 years and has established best 
practices. Mr. Richard Aching, Manager, Technical
Examination, TTIPO participated in the meeting. 

Mr. Aching has conducted patent examinations 
for most of the OECS states in clearing patent 
backlogs. The Pilot Project is complimentary to
the draft Regional Patent Administration System
(RPA) which is intended to develop a sub-regional
patent system to the OECS.

Training in IP for Tobago Entrepreneurs

The TTIPO was invited by the Business 
Development Unit of the Division of Community
Development, Enterprise Development and Labour
in the Tobago House of Assembly to interact
with entrepreneurs, ranging from services
to cottage industries to light manufacturing.
The entrepreneurs were introduced to IP inclusive
of copyright and related rights, trademarks,
patents, industrial designs and trade secrets.
There was a considerable interest in trade
secrets as it affected those in the food and 
cosmetics industries. Presentations were delivered
by Mr. Richard Aching, Manager, Technical
Examination and Mr. Kavish Seetahal, Legal
Officer II, both of the TTIPO.

IP Academy - Train the Trainer Workshop 

On July 8th to 12th, 2019, the very first Train the 
Trainer Workshop for the establishment of the 
National Intellectual Property Training Centre 
(NIPTC) was held through the assistance of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
for the future administrative and teaching staff of 
the NIPTC. 

Participants in Train the Trainer Workshop undertaking an activity

Mr. Richard Aching, Manager, Technical Examination, TTIPO 
(left) with other participants from the Eastern Caribbean Countries



Regional Seminar for the Latin American
and Caribbean Group on Libraries, 
Archives, Museums, and Educational 
and Research Institutions in the Field of 
Copyright in Santo Domingo

On July 4th to 5th 2019, Mr. Regan Asgarali, 
Controller, TTIPO chaired the Caribbean Group 
in the Regional Seminar for the Latin American
and Caribbean Group on Libraries, Archives, 
Museums, and Educational and Research 
Institutions in the Field of Copyright, hosted by 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) 
in co-operation with the Dominican Republic. 
This Regional Seminar followed the Regional 
Heads Meeting in Copyright which was held on 
January 28th and 29th 2019. The main objectives 
of the Regional Seminar were tri-fold, namely
(i) to analyse the current situation of libraries, 

museums, archives, educational and research
Institutions; (ii) to identify areas for action, 
with respect to the limitations and exceptions 
regime and (iii) to address the specificities of the 
Latin American and Caribbean Group region. In 
this regard, the issues discussed at the Regional 
Seminar were pertinent for Trinidad and Tobago,  
particularly as it relates to the limitations and 
exceptions to copyright.
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Opening Ceremony of the Regional Seminar for the Latin American and 
Caribbean Group on Libraries, Archives, Museums, and Educational and 
Research Institutions in the Field of Copyright

CDIP Meeting

The World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) hosted the Meeting of the Focal Points 
for the Implementation of the Project of the 
Committee on Development and Intellectual 
Property (CDIP) on Enhancing the Use of 
Intellectual Property (IP) in the Software Sector.
Ms. Shiveta Sooknanan, Deputy Controller, 
TTIPO, attended this meeting on August 27th and 
28th, 2019 in Geneva, Switzerland. Trinidad and 
Tobago was selected as one of the beneficiaries 
for the CDIP Project which is intended to assist 
the software industry in its use of the opportunities 
provided by the IP system for economic 
development. The CDIP Project addressed the
lack of awareness of IP rights, inability to
recognize IP as a capital asset and enforcement
of IP within the jurisdiction.

Fashion TT

FashionTT hosted a Workshop on August 
30th, 2019. The Workshop focused on creating 
linkages between local practitioners in different
art forms namely fashion, photography and graphic
designs to name a few. In attendance were young, 
budding entrepreneurs who were enthused to 
learn about the application of IP to their skills 
and business models. An informal presentation 
in the form of a Q&A segment was done by Mr. 
Mario Whiteman, Technical Examiner, TTIPO.
This spurred lively discussions amongst the
participants on IP and IP related issues. 



National Workshop on the Optimization 
of Intellectual Property Rights in Sport

Mr. Regan Asgarali, Controller, TTIPO (right) receiving a 
book on cricket records from Mr. Brig Parasnath (left)

Sub-Regional Seminar on the 
Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)

The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in cooperation
with the TTIPO organised a Sub-Regional Seminar on the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT). This Seminar was hosted by CARIRI on 
October 22nd and 23rd, 2019. 

Experts from the TTIPO and the PCT International Cooperation 
Division, WIPO delivered presentations on the PCT system, efficient 
implementation and utilisation of the PCT system and platforms such 
as PATENTSCOPE, WIPO-CASE and WIPO-DAS. Sub-Regional Seminar on the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)

The TTIPO continued its IP Clinic with the Sir Hugh Wooding 
Law School, University of the West Indies (UWI). The TTIPO 
executed another successful IP Clinic and produced a new cohort of 
legal minds with an understanding of IP. The Clinic also included 
exposing students to the practical application of IP in the 
workplace. This included a site visit at “The House of Angostura” 
and presentation on the use of IP in protecting the Angostura
brand. The TTIPO remains committed to continuing the IP Clinic
with the Sir Hugh Wooding Law School.  

IP Law Clinic at Angostura

Mr. Regan Asgarali, Contoller, TTIPO (left); Ms. Shiveta
Sooknanan, Deputy Controller, TTIPO (right) and Ms. 
Melissa Clarke, Legal Offier, Angostura with students
from Sir Hugh Wooding Law School at The House of 
Angostura

The TTIPO in collaboration with the Sports Company of Trinidad
and Tobago, Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs (SporTT) hosted 
a National Workshop on the Optimization of Intellectual Property 
Rights in Sport on September 3rd and 4th, 2019 at Government Plaza 
Auditorium. The Workshop included presentations by representatives 
of the Caribbean Premier League (CPL) and other key stakeholders in 
the sporting industry to increase the level of understanding of sports 
and its relation to the IP system and to further address successful IP 
rights, strategies and monetisation of IP assets to promote sport as a 
tool for development. The Workshop can be viewed on the office’s
Youtube channel at IPOTRINBAGO.
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Trinidad and Tobago Joins Three WIPO 
Treaties

On October 4, 2019 Trinidad and Tobago joined three 
(3) WIPO Treaties inclusive of:
• The Beijing Treaty which protects audio-         

visual performances and grants them moral 
and economic rights for their performances;

• The Singapore Treaty which  modernizes the in-
ternational framework for the harmonization of 
the administration trademark registration process. 
Contracting parties  have the ability to choose their 
means of  communication with offices inclusive of 
electronic communications and 

• The Marrakesh Treaty which addresses the “book 
famine”  and facilitates increased access to published 
works     for  persons who are blind, visually impaired, or 

  otherwise print disabled in accessible format   
       copies.
  
On December 9, 2019 Trinidad and Tobago also 
acceded to the Rome Convention for the Protec-
tion of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and 
Broadcasting Organizations. The Rome Convention
secures protection in performances for performers,
in phonograms for producers of phonograms and in
broadcasts for broadcasting organizations. 

Ambassador Makeda Antoine Cambridge, Permanent Representative 
of Trinidad and Tobago to the UN Office and Mr. Regan Asgarali, 
Controller, TTIPO

INAPI Study Visit to Trinidad and Tobago

Pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding
between the Government of the Republic of 
Trinidad and Tobago and Government of the 
Republic of Chile, the TTIPO has shared mutual
study visits with its counterpart, the National 
Institute of Industrial Property of Chile (INAPI). 
In December 2018, INAPI conducted its first 
Study Visit at the TTIPO. Subsequently, on 
July 31st and August 2nd, 2019, INAPI had its 
second visit to the TTIPO. This delegation 
consisted of Ms. Denisse Perez and Ms. Isidora
 Insunza. The topics discussed included:

• The Cooperation System on Operational In-
formation and Industrial Property (PROSUR). 
A letter of intent to join PROSUR was subse-
quently delivered to the Pro-tempore Chairman 
of PROSUR by the Controller, TTIPO;

• Patents - addressing patent quality and addresses 
patent quality and 

Delegates from the Republic of Chile and INAPI visiting the TTIPO

• Discussions with stakeholders inclusive of the 
University of the West Indies (UWI), University of 
Trinidad and Tobago (UTT), Caribbean Industrial 
Development Institute (CARIRI), The National 
Institute of Higher Education, Research, Science 
and Technology (NIHERST), ExporTT, Ministry 
of Foreign and CARICOM Affairs and Ministry 
of Trade and Industry.



How to make a living from Mobile Apps

On November 11th to 12th 2019, the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in 
cooperation with the  TTIPO hosted the National 
Workshop on “How to make a living from mobile 
apps.” Trinidad and Tobago, the Philippines and 
Kenya are beneficiaries of a project through WIPO’s 
Committee on Development and Intellectual Property
(CDIP) to assist the local software industry project.
This Workshop was the first of its kind in Latin
America and the Caribbean as it focused on IP 
in mobile apps and the software industry. The 
participants were introduced to the global trends 
in mobile apps, the role of IP in mobile apps, the 
development and commercialisation of mobile 
apps and alternative dispute resolution (ADR) 
mechanisms to resolve disputes. The two-day 
Workshop concluded with several recommendations 
on the way forward for “appreneurs” and persons
seeking to make a living from mobile apps. 

Pictured above (L-R):
• Mr. Regan Asgarali, Controller, TTIPO
• Mr. Leandro Toscano, Head of the Business Development Unit, 

WIPO  Arbitration and Mediation Center
• Mr. Dimiter Gantchev, Deputy Director, Copyright Management     

Division, Copyright and Creative Industries Sector, WIPO
• The Honourable Faris Al-Rawi, Attorney General and Minister 

of Legal Affairs
• Mr. Noam Shemtov, Reader in Intellectual Property and                         

Technology Law and Deputy Head, Centre for Commercial Law 
Studies, Queen Mary University of London.

Panel discussion on IP challenges for Mobile app developers in 
Trinidad and Tobago chaired by Ms. Shiveta Sooknanan, Deputy 
Controller, TTIPO

The 14th session of the Advisory Committee on En-
forcement (ACE) was held on September 2nd to 4th, 
2019. The TTIPO was represented by Mr. Nicholas 
Gayahpersad. 
Trinidad and Tobago’s participation in ACE was             
instrumental to the worldwide debut of an educational
video on building respect for IP produced by WIPO 
in collaboration with MusicTT and the TTIPO. The         
video featured two upcoming and prominent music             
artistes from Trinidad and Tobago, Mr. Erphaan Alves 
and Ms. Radha Mahabir.

The Advisory Committee on Enforcement
(ACE) 

Mr. Regan Asgarali, Contoller, 
TTIPO (left) with performer 
Renuka (Ms.  Radha Mahabir) 
(right)



Since 2017, the European Union Intellectual
Property Office (EUIPO) has engaged with 
CARIFORUM Member States in the context of 
the IP provisions of the Economic Partnership 
Agreement between the EU and CARIFORUM. 
The visit addressed the CARIFORUM Intellectual
Property Rights and Innovation (CarIPI) Project
which is intended to enhance technical capacities 
of Regional IP Offices, access to specialized tools 
developed by the EUIPO and shared data. On 
November 21st, 2019, Ms. Alexandra Mayr and 
Ms. Marianna Martini, Project Lead Officers from 
the EUIPO visited the TTIPO to discuss the details 
of the Project. The Office also took the opportunity
to introduce the Officers to key stakeholders in
the local IP ecosystem.

Training Workshop on Access to 
Technology for Innovation and 
Establishing a Technology and 
Innovation Support Center (TISC) 
Network in Trinidad and Tobago

The TTIPO in collaboration with the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) hosted
a Training Workshop on Access to Technology 
for Innovation and Establishing a Technology and 
Innovation Support Center (TISC) Network in 
Trinidad and Tobago. It was held on the Level
12, AGLA Tower on December 3rd to 5th, 2019.

Presentations were delivered by Mr. Mussadiq
Hussain, Program Officer, Innovation and 
Knowledge Infrastructure Department, Global 
Infrastructure Sector, WIPO and Mr. David 
Barford, International IP Expert from the United
Kingdom. 

Participants learnt about the hosting of a TISC 
and were shown how to use multiple patent 
search databases such as PATENTSCOPE and 
ESPACENET.

Mr. Mussadiq Hussain delivering his presentation

Visit by EUIPO Officials in context of 
CarIPI Project

Pictured above (L-R):
• Mr. Zafir Ali, Information Systems Specialist, TTIPO
• Ms. Shiveta Sooknanan, Deputy Controller, TTIPO
• Ms. Alexandra Mayr, Project Lead Officer, EUIPO
• Mr. Regan Asgarali, Controller, TTIPO
• Ms. Marianna Martini, Project Lead Officer, EUIPO
• Mr. Richard Aching, Manager, Technical Examination, TTIPO
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Intellectual Property Office, Trinidad and Tobago
3rd Floor, Capital Plaza

11-13 Frederick Street, Port of Spain
Trinidad and Tobago, W.I.

Tel: 868 226 4IPO (4476)
Fax: 868 226 5160

Website: www.ipo.gov.tt
Email: info@ipo.gov.tt

Follow us @IPOTRINBAGO


