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WHAT IS THE MADRID SYSTEM? 

The Madrid System is a convenient and cost-effective solution for registering 

and managing trademarks worldwide. The Madrid System is administered by 

the World Intellectual Property Organization “(WIPO)” which is the Geneva 

based United Nations body responsible for intellectual property worldwide.  

 

The objectives of the Madrid System are two-fold: 

 It facilitates the obtaining of protection for marks in multiple countries 

(trade marks and service marks), and 

 It provides an international registration which is equivalent to multiple  

national registrations, the subsequent management of which is made 

much easier.  

For more information please see the following link:  

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/pubdocs/en/wipo_pub_455_2019.pdf. 

  

The Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International 

Registration of Marks (“Madrid Protocol”) is the Treaty under the Madrid    

System which was adopted in 1989 in order to facilitate the filing of trade 

marks around the world and introduce certain new features to the Madrid 

System. 

 

For more information see the following link:  

https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/registration/madrid_protocol/.  

WHAT IS THE PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE MADRID 

AGREEMENT CONCERNING THE INTERNATIONAL         

REGISTRATION OF MARKS (“MADRID PROTOCOL”)? 
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HOW MANY CONTRACTING PARTIES HAVE ACCEDED TO 

THE MADRID PROTOCOL? 

 

As at January 12, 2021, there are 107 Contracting Parties to the Madrid  

Protocol covering 123 countries worldwide. 

On October 12, 2020, Trinidad and Tobago deposited the instrument of   

accession with WIPO’s Director General.  

The Madrid Protocol was implemented in Trinidad and Tobago on January 

12, 2021.  
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I t  is  a  centra l ized and convenient  f i l ing system:  

 It facilitates easier management of an applicant’s brand portfolio through a 

centralized system. 

 The applicant/owner of a trade mark can request modifications to their       

application/registration by means of a single centralized procedure. 

 

 

I t  is  cost -ef fect ive:  

 A trade mark owner can seek protection for his/her trade mark in several 

countries simultaneously by filing one application with a single office, in one 

language, and with one set of fees in one currency (Swiss francs). 

 A single international registration simultaneously can have legal effect in    

multiple territories, including regions such as the European Union and the 

African Intellectual Property Organization (“OAPI”) which has its community 

trade mark. 

 

It extends protection to new and existing markets with a single step: 

 The Madrid system represents approximately eighty percent (80%) of world 

trade. 

 Many of Trinidad and Tobago’s major trading partners are party to the Madrid 

Protocol including the United States of America, European Union, United 

Kingdom, Canada, China, India and Cuba. 

 

 

It offers a route to global branding for entrepreneurs: 

 The expansion of brand protection on the international market may be 

achieved using a strategic fusion of national rights, regional rights and the 

Madrid Protocol to help promote cost efficiency. 

 The Madrid Protocol offers opportunities for: 

       - franchising; 

       - establishing partnerships with international entrepreneurs and  

       - integration to global supply chains. 
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HOW CAN AN INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION BE FILED 

UNDER THE MADRID PROTOCOL? 

When filing an international application, a completed application form is    

required: 

 

 Completed MM 2 form – Application form from the International Bureau of 

WIPO for International Registration under the Madrid Protocol:  

     https://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/madrid/en/forms/docs/form_mm2-

editable1.pdf 
 

 

 Please see instructions to complete and file the MM2 form: Application for 

International Registration Governed by the Madrid Protocol:  

     h t tps : / /www.wipo . in t /expor t /s i tes /www/madr id /en / fo rms /docs /

note_for_filing_form_mm2.pdf.  
 

 

 The Madrid Goods & Services Manager can be used to assist you with the 

classification of the goods and or services of your IA. All trade marks must be 

classified according the current version of the Nice Agreement Concerning 

the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the 

Registration of Marks. See the following link to the Madrid Goods & Services 

Manager, https://webaccess.wipo.int/mgs/.  

 

For information on Nice Classification see the following link:  

http://ipo.gov.tt/types-of-ip/trade-marks/#classification. 

 

 The fee calculator helps you estimate the cost of registering your mark 

through the Madrid System. It also helps you estimate other costs related to 

managing your international trademark such as the renewal, the subsequent 

designation, the second fee tax for certain Contracting Parties and all the 

Madrid transactions with fees. See the following link to the fee calculator:  

https://madrid.wipo.int/feecalcapp/ 
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HOW DOES THE MADRID PROTOCOL WORK?  

The Madrid Protocol works in two ways; 

 A local applicant can file through the “Office of Origin” (“OO”) to         

designate countries or; 

 An international applicant can designate Trinidad and Tobago and other 

countries around the world.  
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HOW DOES THE MADRID PROTOCOL WORK FOR A LOCAL 

APPLICANT WHO WISHES TO FILE IN OTHER COUNTRIES? 

i. Where an applicant or owner of a trade mark (“basic mark”) is a national 

of, domiciled in or has a real and effective industrial or commercial     

establishment in Trinidad and Tobago, he/she may file an international 

application (“IA”) through the TTIPO.  

ii. Before the TTIPO or OO forwards the IA to WIPO, it ensures that the 

details of the basic trade mark and IA are identical. 

iii. Upon receipt of the IA, WIPO conducts a formality examination and    

enters the mark in the International Register. The mark is then published 

in the WIPO Gazette.  

iv. An applicant must identify in the international application the contracting 

parties where he/she wishes to request protection of his/her trade mark. 

The International Bureau (“IB”) notifies each Designating Contracting 

Party (“DCP”) and a substantive examination is conducted in accordance 

with the national trade marks legislation.  
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OVERVIEW OF THE PROCESS  

FOR AN INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION (“IA”)  
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CAN AN APPLICANT DESIGNATE COUNTRIES WHICH ARE NOT 

PARTY TO THE MADRID PROTOCOL?  

Only countries that have acceded to the Madrid Protocol can be designated by an 

applicant. See the following link for the list of countries:  

https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/members/.  

 

 

HOW TO PAY FOR A MADRID APPLICATION?  

Fees to be paid to the International Bureau (WIPO) in Swiss Francs (CHF), and can 

be done via the following payment methods: 

 Direct Deposit 

 Bank Draft 

 Credit Card or 

 Current Account at WIPO  

Before filing your application, use the Fee Calculator to estimate the amount of fees 

payable. Please see the following link for more information: 

https://www.wipo.int/finance/en/madrid.html   

 

 

WHAT IS THE DURATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL                  

REGISTRATION? 

An international registration lasts 10 years. It may be renewed for further periods of 

10 years by paying the prescribed fees to WIPO.  

 

 

HOW LONG IS THE APPLICATION PROCESS FOR                      

INTERNATIONAL TRADE MARKS UNDER THE MADRID           

PROTOCOL? 

The processing time for an international application varies based on the application. 

Generally, where there are no grounds for refusal, the application may be published 

within fourteen (14) months. Where there are still no grounds for refusal after the   

publication, a decision to grant registration will be made within eighteen (18) months. 

https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/members/
https://www.wipo.int/finance/en/madrid.html
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WHAT ONLINE TOOLS ARE AVAILABLE TO ASSIST          

INTERESTED PERSONS? 

 Madrid Goods and Services Manager (“MGS”): This is used for         

compiling a list of goods and services: https://www.wipo.int/gsmanager.  

 Madrid Office Portal (“MOP”): A tool designed for national offices to   

electronically exchange any information with the IB.  

 Madrid Monitor (“MM”): A gateway for the Madrid System to keep        

applicants up to date with their trade marks:  

https://www3.wipo.int/madrid/monitor/en/.  

 Madrid Portfolio Manager (“MPM”): It is equivalent to the MOP for the 

private user, providing a full history of the mark and related documents: 

https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/manage/. 

 

 

 

WHERE CAN INTERESTED PERSONS ACCESS FURTHER 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE MADRID PROTOCOL? 

The legislation regarding the Madrid Protocol in Trinidad and Tobago is 

available online at: http://ipo.gov.tt/related-links-tm/trade-mark-act/. 

Further information can be provided by contacting the TTIPO at                

info@ipo.gov.tt. Information is also available on the TTIPO’s website at 

http://ipo.gov.tt/related-links-tm/madrid-protocol/.  

MADRID PROTOCOL                                                                www.ipo.gov.tt 

https://www.wipo.int/gsmanager
https://www3.wipo.int/madrid/monitor/en/
https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/manage/
http://ipo.gov.tt/related-links-tm/trade-mark-act/
mailto:info@ipo.gov.tt
http://ipo.gov.tt/related-links-tm/madrid-protocol/




ISSUED BY 

THE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE 

Office of the Attorney General and Ministry of Legal Affairs 

3rd Floor, Capital Plaza, 

11-13 Frederick Street, Port of Spain, 

Trinidad, West indies 
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Fax: (868) 226-5160 
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