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JOINT STATEMENT — COTT & TTCO
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COTT AND TTCO WELCOME EXTENSION OF COPYRIGHT, NEIGHBOURING RIGHTS AND
SOUND RECORDINGS PROTECTION

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago

The Copyright Music Organisation of Trinidad and Tobago (COTT) and the Trinidad and
Tobago Copyright Collection Organisation (TTCO) jointly welcome the recent legislative
amendments passed by Parliament extending the duration of protection for intellectual
property rights in Trinidad and Tobago.

The amendfnents provide for:

e Copyright protection for literary, musical and artistic works to last for the life of the
creator plus seventy (70) years; and

¢ Neighbouring rights protection, including the separate right in sound recordings and
performances, to be extended from fifty (50) years to seventy (70) years.

Both organisations express their full support for this progressive reform, which
represents a fundamental strengthening of the legal and economic framework that
supports creators, performers, producers, and rights holders.

The extension of protection enhances long-term economic benefits for creatives by
ensuring that works, performances, and sound recordings continue to generate income
over a longer and more meaningful period. It also formally recognises sound recordings
as a distinct and valuable intellectual property right deserving of strong and modern
protection.

This reform aligns Trinidad and Tobago with international best practice, strengthens
global competitiveness, and supports improved international licensing and reciprocity.
It also reinforces cultural legacy and generational benefit, allowing creative works and
recordings to continue supporting creators and their estates.

COTT and TTCO commend the Government and Senate for taking this important step
and view it as an excellent and necessary advancement toward a stronger, fairer, and
more internationally competitive creative sector.
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Both organisations remain committed to working collaboratively with policymakers,
stakeholders, and the creative community to ensure that these enhanced rights
translate into tangible and measurable benefits for all creatives in Trinidad and Tobago.

Levi Mayers
President
Copyright Music Organisation of Trinidad and Tobago (COTT)
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