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JOINT PRESS RELEASE

06.02.2026

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COTT AND TTCO SIGN JOINT VENTURE MOU TO STRENGTHEN AND SEPARATE
COPYRIGHT AND NEIGHBOURING RIGHTS ADMINISTRATION IN TRINIDAD AND
TOBAGO

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago

The Copyright Music Organisation of Trinidad and Tobago (COTT) and the Trinidad and
Tobago Copyright Collection Organisation (TTCO) today announce the execution of a

Joint Venture Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), marking a historic milestone in
the governance and development of Trinidad and Tobago’s creative industries.

This MOU establishes a clear, functional, and cooperative framework to ensure the
proper separation of Copyright and Neighbouring Rights administration, while
strengthening collaboration between the two organisations in the national interest.

This agreement addresses a long-sténding structural necessity within the sector, dating
back to the introduction of neighbouring rights into Trinidad and Tobago’s legal
framework in the year 2000. For over twenty-six years, stakeholders have recognised the
need for a practical, institutional separation of these distinct rights to ensure fairness,
efficiency, and transparency for all creatives.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Copyright and Neighbouring Rights are legally and economically distinct.
Copyright protects composers, authors, and publishers.

Neighbouring Rights protect performers and producers of sound recordings.

The Joint Venture MOU ensures that each category of rights is administered
independently, accurately, and transparently, while maintaining cooperation that avoids
duplication, confusion, or unnecessary burden on licensees.
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This development strengthens the royalty ecosystem and ensures that creatives are
paid correctly for the rights they own, both locally and internationally.

BENEFITS TO CREATIVES AND THE SECTOR

The partnership is expected to deliver significant benefits across the creative value
chain, including:

e Greater clarity and transparency in royalty collection and distribution

e Improved efficiency and timeliness of payments to rights holders

e Reduced disputes arising from overlapping mandates

e Increased confidence among creatives, licensees, and international partners

e Stronger international reciprocity and improved foreign royalty flows

e A more professional, data-driven, and future-ready rights administration system

At its core, the agreement ensures that Trinidad and Tobago’s creative professionals are
fairly compensated, and that the systems governing their livelihoods meet modern
international standards.

INTERNATIONAL BEST PRACTICE .

This cooperative model places Trinidad and Tobago in an exceptional position globally,
comparable to internationally respected systems such as PRS for Music and PPL in the
United Kingdom, where copyright and neighbouring rights are administered separately
but collaboratively.

It signals a clear commitment to global best practice, institutional maturity, and the
long-term sustainability of the creative economy.

A FOUNDATIONAL STEP FOR CREATIVE INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT

This Joint Venture MOU represents more than an administrative agreement, itis a
fundamental developmental step for the creative sector.

It creates the foundation for:

e Enhanced digital monitoring and rights tracking
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e Improved policy alignment and sector governance
e Greater investor and stakeholder confidence
e Expanded opportunities for local and international growth

The agreement supports national objectives related to economic diversification, export
of intellectual property, and the formalisation and strengthening of the cultural
industries.

A HISTORIC MOMENT FOR THE CREATIVE COMMUNITY
COTT and TTCO jointly recognise this MOU as:

s Along-overdue correction of a structural gap in the sector

e Alandmark act of institutional cooperation

e Adecisive step forward for composers, performers, producers, and all creative
workers in Trinidad and Tobago

Both organisations reaffirm their shared commitment to acting in the best interests of
creatives, ensuring fairness, transparency, and global competitiveness in rights
administration.

For further information, please contact:
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Levi Mayers
President
Copyright Music Organisation of Trinidad and Tobago (COTT)

e
Asten Issa
Trinidad and Tobago Copyright Collection Organisation (TTCO)

73298 (95)

\';g Company No.:-
NPQ:1227

B Copyright Music Organisation of Trinidad and Tobago
139-141 Abercromby Street, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago

c 0TT The Trinidad and Tobago
® Copyright Collection

ing music mattez/ Organisation (T.T.C.0.)

Tel: (868) 624-COTT (2688) « Fax: (868) 623-4755 « Website: www.cott.org.tt « E-mail: cott@cott.org.tt



